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SUB J : SALE OF HELICOPTERS TO ROMANIA 
REF: BUCHAREST 2352 

1. RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH TEHNOIMPORT DIRECTOR AND OTHER 
OFFICIALS ON HIS STAFF STRENGTHEN IMPRESSION THAT ROMANIANS 
ARE BEGINNING TO LEAN TOWARD SIKORSKY CO. AS SUPPLIER FOR 

THIS LARGE SCALE HELICOPTER PROJECT. SIKORSKY OFFICIALS RETURNED 
TO BUCHAREST JULY 12-13 TO INFORM ROMANIANS THAT SUBSTITUTION OF 
FRENCH TURBOMECA ENGINE FOR G.E. ENGINE IN SIKORSKY AIRFRAME IS 
TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE, AND TO INDICATE WILLINGNESS OF SIKORSKY 
TO WORK WITH TURBOMECA IF ROMANIANS DECIDE ON THIS COMBINATION. 
AS TALKS CONTINUED. HOWEVER, SIKORSKY REPS MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
EXTRA TIME AND LONG TERM COSTS INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING NEW AIR- 
CRAFT, PLUS FACTOR OF AIRCRAFT'S UNKNOWN RELIABILITY COULD EASILY 
OUTWEIGH ADVANTAGE OF LOWER INITIAL COST. 

2. G.E. REPS ALSO CALLED ON TEHNOIMPORT OFFICIALS LAST WEEK 

TO PRESENT NEW, AND MORE COMPETITIVE PROPOSAL. BY THE WEEKEND, 
SIKORSKY AIRFRAME AND G.E. ENGINE COMBINATION HAD GAINED A LOT 
OF GROUND AND NOW APPEAR TO BE FRONT RUNNERS. ROMANIANS ASKED 
SIKORSKY FOR (A) COPY OF DRAFT CONTRACT, (B) DEMONSTRATION 
FLIGHT OF HELICOPTER IN ROMANIA, AND (C) ARRANGEMENTS FOR POSSIBLE 
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FOR ROMANIANS TO DECIDE ON COMPANY TO BEGIN FINAL NEGOTIATIONS 
IS END OF JULY, ACCORDING TO DIRECTOR OF TEHNOIMPORT. 

3. CONCERNING WRITTEN ASSURANCES ON END USE AND RE-EXPORT, 

TEHNOIMPORT DIRECTOR PROMISED TO PROVIDE LETTER TO EMBASSY SOON. 

MARTENS 
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